
February 2022 Family Newsletter
Director’s Letter

Dear Families,

We have successfully completed the enrollment season at New Century School, allowing us

to fill our Kindergarten class for the 2022-2023 school year! We look forward to welcoming

new families as well as younger siblings of our current families.

During the school year, New Century teachers meet with families for conferences in October

and February and provide report cards in January and June. At conferences, families have

the opportunity to meet with teachers to discuss their child’s growth and progress during

the current academic year. Connecting with families these four times is an important part of

the educational process and we enjoy our time with each of you. Thank you for taking the

time to meet with us as well!

Please continue to send your child to school prepared to go outside. Boots, snow pants, coats, hats and mittens/gloves will still be

needed as we finish February and move into March.  In addition, do label everything your child wears, allowing for easy returns of

items left outside or dropped in the hallways.

During the pandemic, staff and students were required to bring a water bottle to school for water consumption. Recently, all water

fountains across VASD were turned on, as an additional option for staff and students. While the water fountains can be used, we

encourage students and staff to continue to bring a water bottle to school as an option for drinking water. We have discovered it is

a huge time saver for water bottles to be used and prevents kiddos from being lined up in the hallway to get a drink.

We trust you have seen the Mitigation update provided by Dr. Clardy on Monday, February 21. Below is a brief summary:

Effective March 1, 2022, and in alignment with public health, VASD will adhere to the new guidance by making face coverings highly

encouraged and recommended, rather than required, in all school buildings. Face coverings will remain required on all school buses

due to federal requirements. All guidance will apply to students as well as adults.

Thank you for taking the time to read our newsletter! We are excited to share all the great things happening in our school

community. Another time to find out more about our school is to join us for our Community Gathering. Our next one is coming up

on Friday, March 4, 2022 at 7:35am. Below is the zoom link.  We hope to “see” you there!

With Gratitude,

Ann Princl

https://www.tsa.gov/coronavirus/faq#:~:text=Travelers%20and%20the%20general%20public%20must%20wear%20masks%20when%20utilizing,other%20forms%20of%20public%20transportation
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News from the Governance Council (GC)

This month we continued to open our doors to potential families.  Enrollment recently closed and we look forward to welcoming
our new families in the fall.  We also opened our doors to important guests from the district.  The superintendent and others were
able to see with their own eyes the great connections between students and between students and staff.  They heard about our
school achievement goals and Mr. Lohr was able to show the current Terrace Town 2.0 progress.
One important role of GC is to allocate fundraised dollars. As we head towards spring, GC continues to ensure teachers and staff
have the resources they need. Thank you all for participating in fundraisers to make it all possible!
Our meetings are held the second Tuesday of the month via Zoom at 6 pm.  Please reach out to Andrew Loeffler
(loeffler.andrew@gmail.com) if you wish to listen in.

Dr. Clardy, Dr. Hawkins and Mr. Zingsheim                                  Mr. Lohr sharing Terrace Town 2.0

mailto:loeffler.andrew@gmail.com


Community Gathering!

Friday, March 4⋅7:35 – 7:55am

Join Zoom Meeting

ID: 96697528556

Drop off and Pick Up

Thank you for helping our drop off and pick up times go safely and smoothly.  As a

reminder, here are our arrival and dismissal times:

START TIMES:
Every Monday:  Late Start at 9:25 am; Supervision outside begins at 9:10 am
Tuesday-Friday: School starts at 7:20 am; Supervision outside begins at 7:05 am

DISMISSAL TIME:
Monday-Friday: School dismisses at 2:20 pm.

Recently, our district security observed our drop off and pick up times, to ensure

safety and improve traffic flow.  Below are the suggestions provided to streamline

this process at our site.

Drop Off

● Please pull up as far as possible when arriving. Avoid leaving extra space between vehicles.

● When your child exits the vehicle, pull away carefully.

● If your child is not able to exit the vehicle immediately, please pull into the parking lot. The first two rows are reserved for

families.

● If you pull into the parking lot with your child in your vehicle, please exit your vehicle with your child, and guide them to

the sidewalk where students line up.

Pick Up

● When arriving at 2:10 or later, please pull up as far as possible when arriving. Avoid leaving extra space between vehicles.

● If you arrive prior to 2:10pm, please pull into the first or second row of the parking lot to wait.

● If you drive a vehicle, and will be waiting for your child on the sidewalk, you must park in the parking lot.

Thank you! We appreciate your support.

https://zoom.us/j/96697528556?pwd=NW84bytLRVhwMkI3clhPdG85aFdJZz09


Too Much Fun on 2/2/22!

Thank you for your participation and support of 2/2/22 Day! We found lots of ways to
celebrate by dressing in tutus and as twins and triplets. During library classes,
students had opportunities to check out one of the many sets of "double books" and
have a mini book club with a friend. We honored the actual twins of NCS/VAIS via the
slide below, and Mr. Gundlach's group ended the day with a perfectly timed photo at
2:22:22.

Library and Classroom Support Volunteers Needed

If you'd like to volunteer in the library, there are always plenty of projects. No prior experience is necessary,
and your help is greatly appreciated! At
this time, Mondays and Wednesdays from 12-1 p.m. are reserved for NCS
parent volunteers. Please sign up via Sign Up Genius. If another day/time works better for you, please let me

know via email at roltgent@verona.k12.wi.us

Hello from the Music Room

We have had a busy month of singing, instrument playing,
musical dramatization, and games. The 4/5s and 2/3s enjoyed
an “Escape Room” where they had to solve musical puzzles in
teams. They also worked in teams for the “Musical Winter
Games,” where they practiced their rhythmic dictation,
understanding, and note reading on the treble clef.  We have
focused heavily on musical literacy and rhythmic poetic
connections and sung songs both old and new. K/1s have
learned musical singing games, such as “Who Has the
Valentine?” They have done a lot of musical listening and
movement activities and learned songs and dance such as
“Tingalayo,” and “Rig a Jig Jig,” among others. In addition, first
and second graders learned   all about “Peter and the Wolf”
by Prokofiev this month.

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/70a0c4dada82fa5f85-library
mailto:roltgent@verona.k12.wi.us


Bring Your Smile to School!

Spring Pictures will be taken on Tuesday, March 1.  All students will be getting their picture taken
with HR Imaging.  A couple of weeks after picture day, a proof will be sent home in your child’s
backpack. If after viewing this proof, you would like to purchase a Spring Picture Package please
order packages from the HR Imaging website at shophrimaging.com. Orders may only be done
online. Picture purchases are completely optional.

Terrace Town Under Construction

What is Terrace Town? It is an 18ft x 18ft replica of a local community with the goals of displaying energy conversion and/or storm
water management techniques...coupled with each student's own personal creativity and choices for what a sustainable vibrant
community needs.  The scale we used was 1inch = 8ft. Our Terrace Town will be on display at the Verona Public Library starting Feb.
25th-March 1 along with another class display from Glacier Edge.

http://shophrimaging.com/


Exploring Shipwrecks in 2/3

The 2/3 students are exploring shipwrecks! We are reading, watching documentary videos and playing an educational video game.
The video game was developed by UW Madison/PBS Wisconsin–with help from current  NCS students in Grades 2-4 as playtesters!

We are also doing experiments and planning a “Shipwrecks” field trip to Lake Mendota.

Mr. Gundlach’s class is building life size outlines of shipwrecks outdoors. Here is a video from early stages in the process. We are
using Joey’s drone to get “top-view” photos and videos from above. We hope to have Ms. Bennett’s class measure them and try to
figure out which ships they are! If there is still snow on the ground, we hope to hide some “sunken cargo” under the snow for
explorers to locate.

Ms. Bennett’s class is building model ships to determine how ships float and carry cargo, what makes them sink and what happens
to the ship and cargo as it sits at the bottom of the “lake”. Students are currently doing a number of experiments to make ships that
can hold cargo for a duration of time.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UEevu_Ew2xk&t=1s


Outdoor Learning and Friendship Fun in 4/5

The 4/5 students started their day at Lake View Hill County Park armed with buckets of seeds they collected in the fall. They spread
the seeds throughout the field. It was incredible to see the full-circle restoration process: plant a prairie, collect seeds, and plant a
new prairie! Next they ventured to Elver Park for sledding jubilation. They ended their day with a STEM focused friendship party
that included paper circuits, lava lamp science, and mini engineering activities with pompoms. A big thank you to the volunteers
who made this day possible!




